unknown by Giusti, Marc & Pardo, Luis M.
Journal of Symbolic Computation 36 (2003) 287
www.elsevier.com/locate/jsc
Preface
The International Symposium on Symbolic and Algebraic Computation (ISSAC’2002),
held at the University of Lille, France, has been the successful 27th meeting in a series
in the domain with 36 contributed plus three Plenary talks. The present Special Issue
contains several (14) selected outstanding papers, whose authors substantially extend
the ideas presented in Lille, plus two survey papers based on two of the Plenary talks
(by Peter J. Olver and Michael Stillman). A preliminary form of these ideas was published
in the Proceedings of ISSAC’2002.
These contributions and surveys reflect various fundamental aspects of the ongoing
advances on algebraic and symbolic algorithms. We hope the reader will find an interesting
snapshot of this rich and always promising field.
As editors, we feel particularly indebted to the excellent reports written by around 60
referees that helped us to prepare this Special Issue. As there is not enough room to include
all their names, we can just acknowledge their generous and precise task. Our thanks
also go to the members of the Program Committee and the referees of ISSAC’2002
that formerly helped us to select the contributions that appeared in the Proceedings of
ISSAC’2002. Thanks also to all other members of the different Committees of ISSAC’2002
(Proceedings, Publicity, Local Arrangements, Treasurer and Administrative Staff, Posters,
Tutorials, Software Demos, . . .) that helped to have a successful Symposium in Lille.
Last but not least, we also want to thank the Special Interest Group SIGSAM of the
ACM and Hoon Hong as Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of Symbolic Computation.
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